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UNCLAS QUEBEC 222 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, CA 

SUBJECT: GENERAL STRIKE HITS QUEBEC CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY 
REF: QUEBEC 210 

1 . WALKOUT WHICH BEGAN AT JAMES BAY HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT 
LG-2 (REFTEL) HAS NOW SPREAD TO MOST COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
CONSTRUCTION SITES IN QUEBEC, VIRTUALLY SHUTTING DOWN THE 
PROVINCE S IMPORTANT CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY. SOME 60 PERCENT 
OF THE 150,000 REGISTERED CONSTRUCTION EMPLOYEES IN PROVINCE 
WERE REPORTEDLY ABSENT YESTERDAY AND NUMBER IS EXPECTED TO 
GROW TODAY IN RESPONSE TO GENERAL STRIKE CALL BY CONSTRUCTION 
WING OF QUEBEC FEDERATION OF LABOR (QFL). THE QFL REPRESENTS 
MAJORITY OF QUEBEC CONSTRUCTION WORKERS AND, BASED ON RESULTS 
OF LAST FALL S VOTING IN INDUSTRY, ACTS AS SOLE REPRESENTATIVE 

OF ALL CONSTRUCTION WORKERS IN NEGOTIATIONS WITH MANAGEMENT. 

2. ALTHOUGH WORKERS BEGAN WALKING OFF CONSTRUCTION SITES 
ENMASSE LAST WEEK, THE QFL MADE ITS GENERAL STRIKE CALL ONLY 
YESTERDAY, APPARENTLY BECAUSE OF DISSENTION WITHIN ITS RANKS. 
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS HAVE HAD THE LEGAL RIGHT TO STRIKE 
SINCE JULY 31 AND RECENTLY HAVE VOTED AGAINST ACCEPTANCE 
MANAGEMENT OFFERS. SEVERAL GROUPS WITHIN THE QFL, HOWEVER, 
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PLUMBERS AND PIPEFITTERS UNION WHICH REPORTEDLY IS INVITING 
ITS MEMBERS TO GO AND WORK OUTSIDE QUEBEC. A SPOKESMAN 
FOR QFL RIVAL CONFEDERATION OF NATIONAL TRADE UNIONS (CNTU), 
WHICH REPRESENTS SOME 45,000 OF QUEBEC CONSTRUCTION WORKERS, 
SAID CNTU MEMBERS WOULD RESPECT PICKET LINES ALTHOUGH THEY 
THEMSELVES HAD VOTED NOT TO WALK OUT. 

3. COMMENT: THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT STRIKE MAY BE OF 
LONG DURATION. VARIOUS ISSUES INVOLVED ARE COMPLEX AND 
THERE IS WIDE GAP BETWEEN UNION DEMANDS AND MANAGEMENT 
OFFERS. ON MANAGEMENT SIDE, INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES ARE 
ALLOWING SITUATION TO CLARIFY BEFORE TAKING ANY COUNTER 
ACTION. SOME MANAGEMENT BELIEVE THAT MAJORITY OF WORKERS 
NOT IN FAVOR OF STRIKE AND THAT DEPECFIONS WILL EVENTUALLY 
BREAK STRIKE. PROVINCIAL GOV T, WHICH EARLIER THIS YEAR 
EXTENDED EXPIRING CONTRACT BY DECREE IN ORDER ASSURE OLYMPIC 
OPENING, HAS YET TO SHOW ANY INCLINATION TO INTERVENE IN 
PRESENT CONFLICT. 
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